Colorado Probation Fact Sheet

Fiscal Year 2013

Colorado Probation is an important component of the criminal justice system. It provides the court and the com-
munity with an alternative to incarceration for adults and juveniles who commit crimes.
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Division of Probation Services (DPS), which operates within the State Court Administrator’s Office (SCAQO), works with probation de-
partments to employ assessments and case management strategies in accordance with policy. DPS develops and publishes guidelines
and standards for regular probation and all intensive programs. Within the limits of statute and these state standards, each district
may develop and structure programs that address the needs of the local court and community.




Dollars and Sense of Probation

Probation provides an opportunity for an offender to remain in the community with supervision and specific conditions.
Many probationers support themselves and their families, pay taxes and restitution and have access to a greater variety
of treatment, education and training options than those oftenders who are incarcerated.

Annual Cost of Sentencing Options
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Data Sources: Budgets: FY2013 Long Bill, general fund only. Populations: Judicial Annual Statistical Report 2013 (active caseload),
Division of Criminal Justice: Colorado Correctional Populations Detail Report (6/30/2013) (Department of Corrections/Parole/
Community Corrections) and the Research and Evaluation Unit, Division of Youth Corrections, Monthly Population Report (June 2013).
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