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WHO WAS RALPH L. CARR?

Ralph L. Carr was the Governor of Colorado from 1939-1943. An
inspirational figure in Colorado history, Governor Carr is known for,
among other things, opposing the Japanese-American internment
camps during World War Il. The following brief biographical sketch
was written by Jason Brockman for the Colorado State Archives.
Additional resources about Governor Carr’s life and
accomplishments are provided in Appendix B, Useful Books and
Other Sources of Information.

| Biography of Ralph L. Carr
By Jason Brockman

Gov. Ralph L. Carr

Between 1939-1943 Colorado had one of the most courageous and independent governors
ever to be elected. Ralph Lawrence Carr was born in Rosita>, Colorado and educated in the
Cripple Creek School system. After receiving his LLB from the University of Colorado, Carr
moved to Victor, Trinidad, and then Antonito where he practiced law and became a publisher.
Carr served as a county attorney of Conejos County, and then as Colorado Assistant Attorney

General. The apex of his legal career occurred when he became a United States District

Attorney. As a Republican, Carr lost this influential post when the Democratic "New Dealers"
began to dominate national politics. Despite this loss he was able to stay in the public eye by
becoming a powerful and prominent water/irrigation lawyer.

In 1939 a struggling Republican Party supported Carr as their gubernatorial candidate, and won.
Within the first half-hour of his term, Carr proposed a plan for a balanced budget by
transferring state income taxes from public schools to the state's general fund. These
immediate fiscal measures helped to save our state from imminent bankruptcy. Also due to
Carr's leadership, the Legislature passed the State Reorganization Act which greatly increased
the efficiency of state government. As a result, Carr is one of the few governors known for
making the Colorado bureaucracy more operative.

While Carr's policies were aimed at dismantling the expensive bureaucracy of the New Deal,
Carr still supported Roosevelt's foreign policy and favored American entrance into World War |l
after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. The war with Japan initiated a
chain of events that bred discrimination and intolerance toward Japanese-Americans. In 1942



an estimated 120,000 Japanese-Americans were stripped of their property and possessions.
These displacéd citizens were resettled in land-locked states by the War Relocation Authority so
that the supposed "yellow peril" could be contained. The question on many Coloradans' minds
was not whether American citizens of Japanese descent should be stripped of their rights and
put in internment camps, but where the camps should be. The overwhelming opinion of the
populace was typified by a series of highway billboards proclaiming "Japs keep going."

One of the few voices of reason during wartime was Governor Carr, who continued to treat the
Japanese-Americans with respect and sought to help them keep their American citizenship. He
sacrificed his political career to bravely confront the often dark side of human nature. "If you
harm them, you must harm me. | was brought up in a small town where | knew the shame and
dishonor of race hatred. | grew to despise it because it threatened the happiness of you and
you and you." Carr's selfless devotion to all Americans, while destroying his hopes for a senate
seat, did in the end become extolled as, "a small voice but a strong voice."

Source, Colorado State Archives:

http://www.colorado.gov/dpa/doit/archives/govs/ca rr.html




