
RULE CHANGE 2012 (15) 

 

COLORADO APPELLATE RULES 

 

Rule 5.  ENTRY OF APPEARANCE AND WITHDRAWAL 

 

(a) through (d).  [NO CHANGE] 

 

(e)  Notice of Limited Representation Entry of Appearance and Withdrawal.  An attorney 

may undertake to provide limited representation to a pro se party involved in a civil appellate 

proceeding.  Upon the request and with the consent of a pro se party, an attorney may make a 

limited appearance for the pro se party to file a notice of appeal and designation of record in the 

court of appeals or the supreme court, to file or oppose a petition or cross-petition for a writ of 

certiorari in the supreme court, to respond to an order to show cause issued by the supreme court 

or the court of appeals, or to participate in one or more specified motion proceedings in either 

court, if the attorney files and serves with the court and the other parties and attorneys (if any) a 

notice of the limited appearance prior to or simultaneous with the proceeding(s) for which the 

attorney appears.  At the conclusion of such proceeding(s), the attorney’s appearance terminates 

without the necessity of leave of court, upon the attorney filing a notice of completion of limited 

appearance in the appellate court in which the attorney appeared, a copy of which may be filed in 

any other court, except that an attorney filing a notice of appeal or petition or cross-petition for 

writ of certiorari is obligated, absent leave of court, to respond to any issues regarding the 

appellate court’s jurisdiction.  Service on an attorney who makes a limited appearance for a party 

shall be valid only in connection with the specific proceedings(s) for which the attorney appears.  

The provisions of this C.A.R. 5(e) shall not apply to an attorney who has filed an opening or 

answer brief pursuant to C.A.R. 31. 

 

(f)  Termination of Representation.  When an attorney has entered an appearance, other than a 

limited appearance pursuant to C.A.R. 5(e), on behalf of a party in an appellate court without 

having previously represented that party in the matter in any other court, the attorney’s 

representation of the party shall terminate at the conclusion of the proceedings in the appellate 

court in which the attorney has appeared, unless otherwise directed by the appellate court or 

agreed to by the attorney and the party represented.  Counsel may file a notice of such 

termination of representation in any other court. 

 

COMMENT 

 

 The purpose of C.A.R. 5(e) is to establish a procedure similar to that set forth in Colorado 

Rule of Civil Procedure 121 Section 1-1(5).  This procedure provides assurance that an attorney 

who makes a limited appearance for a pro se party in a specified appellate case proceeding(s), at 

the request of and with the consent of the pro se party, can withdraw from the case upon filing a 

notice of completion of the limited appearance, without leave of court.  The purpose of C.A.R. 

5(f) is to make clear that when an attorney appears for a party, whom he or she has not 

previously represented, in an appellate court and the proceedings in that court have concluded, 

the attorney is not obligated to represent the party in any other proceeding on remand or in any 

review of the appellate court’s decision by any other court.  Nothing in this provision would 



prevent the attorney from entering a limited or general appearance on behalf of the party in 

another court (for example, on a writ of certiorari to the supreme court), if agreed to by the 

attorney and the party. 

 

Adopted by the Court, En Banc, October 11, 2012, effective immediately. 

 

By the Court: 

 

  

Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr.  

Justice, Colorado Supreme Court 

 


